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BUILDERS BE AWARE 

 

Builders and Certifiers need to be aware that not all systems promoted for the protection of New 
Buildings from termite attack are fit for purpose. As an industry body, AEPMA recommends that 
builders always look for the security provided from using ABCB CodeMark® Certified systems.  

As an Association, AEPMA has acted against some types of products through varied 
communications with the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA), 
Australian Building Codes Board (ABCB), State building regulators and others. 

The Use of Boron Compounds for Buildings Under Construction 

Concern is expressed with claims made for some boron compounds. Builders and certifiers should 
look very closely at the supporting documentation provided with boron compounds before 
considering their use. 

Boron products are applied by spray, brush, or roller onto the base of exposed raw timber 
perimeter wall frames; and within 20-hours, to the edges of freshly poured raw concrete slabs. 
The boron is claimed to penetrate up to 80 mm into the surfaces to which it is applied. We have 
not seen any NCC (BCA) perceived evidence of suitability and no technical data to support these 
claims or the warranties offered.  

Where warranties are offered for any termite protection system, builders should satisfy 
themselves of the ability of the company to make payment should an expensive claim be 
made. 

It is also noted that the registered labels for boron compounds fail to provide approval for some of 
the uses being claimed for termite protection of new dwellings in accord with the NCC.  

Boron products are registered as timber preservatives, providing protection against fungal and 
insect attack. Current registrations do not provide for these compounds to be used to provide 
termite management to buildings under construction in accord with the Australian Standard 
AS3660:2014 Termite management, Part 1: Protection of New Building Work.  

The use of boron compounds is not compliant with Section 7 of the above Australian 
Standard. This Standard includes methods to deter concealed entry by termites from the 
soil to the building above the inspection zone.  

No boron products have shown evidence of suitability for new building work in accord with AS 
3660:2014 Termite management, Part 3: Assessment criteria for termite management systems. 

No boron compounds have been certified by independent audit under the ABCB CodeMark® 
Scheme.  

We have also observed the use of support materials for boron treatments that rely on a now 
withdrawn 2020 Performance Solution Report, as their primary evidence of suitability.  
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The author of another report relied upon, has advised that his report advised the boron product 
reviewed was NOT compliant for use in the protection of new buildings, yet his report is being 
‘quoted’ as confirming its suitability! 

For this reason, Professional Pest Managers, Builders and Certifiers must ensure they study all 
‘expert opinion’ reports very carefully. Before relying on any independent report, we strongly 
recommend that you contact the author(s) of the report, to ensure the report remains current. 
Also check the credentials of the author to ensure they are an expert. 

You MUST also get a copy of, and read, EVERY report that is referenced; and contact the authors 
of those reports too! And be especially diligent if the product is only supported by an expert 
opinion provided by the marketer of the product or system. 

Be Aware… If you get it wrong, and termites attack the property. It could prove very costly! 

Termites and Termite Damage 

Termites can literally destroy a new home in a few months, and it is going to be the Professional 
Pest Manager, Builder and/or Certifier who will be held responsible for repairing such damage, if it 
occurs within the builder’s statutory defect liability period. 

With some products in the market making false and misleading claims it is imperative that 
professionals perform due diligence and check the validity of all claims being made for a product, 
unless of course the product is supported by an ABCB CodeMark Certificate. 

When a product is CodeMark Certified, it means that all the product technical data has been 
independently reviewed and audited, through the ABCB scheme, so you can be certain of its 
compliance with the NCC (BCA). 

Conclusion 

We believe that the use of boron compounds for the protection of new building work is likely to 
be considered as misleading homeowners who rely upon it to protect their valued property. When 
a termite infestation occurs, who will the homeowner turn to, to address their expectations and 
their financial costs? 


